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5 October 2022 

ANNOTATED AGENDA FOR THE  

OECD’S GLOBAL FORUM ON AGRICULTURE 

ENHANCING AGRICULTURE AND FOOD SYSTEMS’ CONTRIBUTION TO CLIMATE CHANGE 

MITIGATION 

THURSDAY 6 OCTOBER 2022 

Conference Centre Room CC7 

OECD Headquarters, Paris, France 
 
Agriculture faces a complex and unique challenge in the context of climate change. One the one hand, 

it is particularly vulnerable due to its dependence on weather and climatic conditions. On the other 

hand, it is a major source of global greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions, both directly (through on-farm 

emissions linked to production) and indirectly (through land use change due to agricultural expansion). 

Overall, agriculture, forestry and other land use (AFOLU) represents around one-fifth (22%) of global 

anthropogenic GHG emissions. 

There are ample opportunities for agriculture to reduce both direct and indirect emissions, and to 

remove CO2 from the atmosphere, through carbon sequestration in biomass and soils. In particular, 

developing practices that sustainably raise productivity would help to agriculture to mitigate climate 

change and maintain food security and nutrition for consumers, and improve livelihoods for producers. 

Reforming agriculture subsidies that support GHG intensive practices and commodities, and 

redirecting these subsidies to support mitigation efforts would also improve the sustainability of the 

sector. Despite this potential, agriculture lags behind other sectors in terms of climate change 

commitments and actions. By mid-2022, only 16 countries of OECD and key major emerging economies 

had set emissions reduction targets specific to the agricultural sector.   

The GFA provides the opportunity to build a shared understanding among countries and experts about 

the policies needed for the agriculture sector to substantially ramp up its contribution to global climate 

stabilisation commitments. Policy makers and other stakeholders will be invited to exchange views and 

experiences from various contexts to identify scalable solutions, in the lead up to the OECD Agriculture 

Ministers meeting being held 3-4 November 2022, the week before the COP27. 

 

9:30 Welcome and opening remarks 

• OECD Deputy Secretary General - Ulrik Knudsen  
• Chair of the Global Forum on Agriculture - Robert Bonnie, Under 

Secretary for Farm Production and Conservation, USDA 

9:45 – 10:15 Setting the scene  

https://www.oecd.org/about/document/ulrik-vestergaard-knudsen-cv.htm
https://www.rma.usda.gov/-/media/RMA/FCIC/staff/bonnie.ashx?la=en
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This session will provide an overview of the challenges related to climate action in 

agriculture and discuss the main actions being undertaken in OECD countries.  

The OECD Secretariat will  give a presentation  on the state of play of the climate 

change and agriculture debate based on conclusions of the OECD Agricultural 

Policy Monitoring and Evaluation 2022 and the OECD-FAO Agricultural Outlook 

2022-31). 

• Jibran Punthakey, Agricultural Economist, OECD Trade and Agriculture 
Directorate  
 

10:15 – 10:30 Coffee break 

10:30 – 11:45 Session 1 – Livestock in a climate friendly future 

Livestock account for more than two-thirds of direct emissions from agriculture in 

the OECD. Even though more efficient production systems have helped to reduce 

the emission intensity of animal-based products, they have not reduced total 

livestock emissions levels. New technologies are being developed, but their 

potential uptake and effectiveness remain uncertain. At the same time, demand 

side solutions are increasingly debated to drive more radical shifts in livestock 

emissions. This discussion occurs in a context where livestock still contributes a 

substantial share of agricultural value added, jobs and rural livelihoods, and faces 

increasing global demand. 

This session will discuss the challenges faced by the livestock sector, the possible 

pathways and the current barriers for the sector to participate to global mitigation 

efforts, while supporting other food systems objectives. 

Questions to address: 

- Should farmers or consumers pay for livestock emissions? 

- How much can productivity improvements contribute? 

- Are there promising technical solutions on the horizon? 

- Can we avoid strongly reducing consumption and herd size?  

Moderator: Graziella Romito, Director, International Relations, Ministry of 

Agriculture, Food and Forestry Policies, Italy 

Speakers: 

• Anne Mottet, Livestock Development Officer, Animal Production and 
Health Division, Natural Resources and Sustainable Production Stream, 
FAO 

• Hayden Montgomery, Agriculture Programme Director, Global Methane 
Hub 

• Imke de Boer, Professor Livestock and Sustainable Food Systems, 
Wageningen University  

• Phil Houlding, Director International Policy, Policy and Trade, Ministry 
for Primary Industries, New Zealand  
 

11:45 – 13:00 Session 2 – Carbon farming and market-based incentives – the solution?  

https://doi.org/10.1787/7f4542bf-en
https://doi.org/10.1787/7f4542bf-en
https://doi.org/10.1787/f1b0b29c-en
https://doi.org/10.1787/f1b0b29c-en
https://www.linkedin.com/in/punthakey/?originalSubdomain=fr
https://www.linkedin.com/in/graziella-romito-9153b4166/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/anne-mottet-2753a411/?originalSubdomain=it
https://www.linkedin.com/in/hayden-montgomery-49705222b/
https://www.wur.nl/en/Persons/Imke-prof.dr.ir.-IJM-Imke-de-Boer.htm
https://www.linkedin.com/in/philip-houlding-34329a10/
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Pricing GHG emissions is, in principle, the most efficient way to minimize the GHG 

abatement cost burden for the agriculture sector. Options include emissions taxes 

and emissions trading schemes, carbon offsets, and some abatement subsidies 

(e.g. delivered via auctions). Carbon offsetting and abatement subsidy 

programmes are limited by the availability of public and private sector funding to 

pay producers for emissions reductions. They also require strong transparency and 

integrity standards to ensure additionality, potentially limiting their scope and 

effectiveness. Conversely, instruments that apply the “polluter pays” principle such 

as emissions taxes are among the most effective and efficient policies to mitigate 

agricultural emissions, but they shift a part of the burden on consumers, which 

may require accompanying measures.  

This session will discuss the pros and cons of different approaches, based on 

practical considerations and lessons learnt from first experiments put in place, 

keeping in mind the co-benefits and trade-offs with other food systems objectives. 

Questions to address: 

- Can carbon farming offset agricultural emissions? 

- Can soil carbon sequestration provide reliable credits?  

- Should farm emissions be taxed? 

- Could other schemes or regulations be viable alternatives? 

Moderator: Jason Hafemeister, Acting Deputy Under Secretary for Trade and 

Foreign Agricultural Affairs, USDA  

Speakers: 

• Jean-François Soussana, Vice Chair for International, French National 
Institute for Agriculture, Food, and Environment  

• Alannah Pentony, Assistant Secretary, Land and Climate Active Branch, 

Australian Government Department of Climate Change, Energy, the 

Environment and Water  

• Kelley Kizzier, Director Corporate Action and Markets, Bezos Earth Fund 

• Ada Ignaciuk, Senior Economist, Climate Change and Agriculture, FAO 

13:00 – 14:00 Lunch 

14:00 – 15:30 Session 3 – Leading private sector climate and agriculture initiatives 

The private sector has a key role to play in climate change mitigation considering 

their central place in the agricultural supply chain. Multiple initiatives have been 

launched by different group of producers, traders and retailers with various levels 

of ambition. Efforts in research and development are also strongly driven by 

private companies and investors, who are pushing the innovation frontiers in a 

number of directions.  

This session will discuss the current progress in private sectors initiative and the 

extent to which they align with the agenda on public action. Areas of greater 

potential synergies will be identified, as well as reforms that could help to unleash 

innovation for mitigation, and the scaling up of climate solutions. 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/jason-hafemeister-5144163a/
https://fr.linkedin.com/in/jean-fran%C3%A7ois-soussana-3b909aa3
https://www.linkedin.com/in/kelley-kizzier-a8064721a/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/ada-ignaciuk-2865394/?originalSubdomain=it
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Questions to address:  

- What is the private sector doing to reduce GHG emissions in agriculture 

and food systems?  

- What is driving these initiatives? 

- Is private-sector action a substitute for, or a complement to, more 

ambitious public efforts? 

- To what extent are farmers involved in the decision-making process?  

- Is private-sector action too orientated toward large corporations and 

large-scale producers? What can be done to ensure small and medium 

enterprises are included?  

 

Moderator: Jennie Sölving, OECD-coordination, Ministry of Enterprise and 

Innovation, Sweden 

Speakers: 

• Koen Boone, Managing Director Europe, The Sustainability Consortium, 
Wageningen Economic Research  

• Viktoria de Bourbon de Parme, Food Transformation Lead, World 
Benchmarking Alliance  

• Juuso Joona, farmer representative from Finland  

• Maxime Boucher, Senior Manager, FAIRR Initiative 
• Fay Choo, Asia Cocoa Director, Mars 
 

15:30 – 15:45 Coffee break 

15:45 – 17:30 Session 4 – On the way to COP27 how can agriculture and land use contribute 

to Net Zero emissions?  

Agriculture and food systems need to embrace an ambitious climate action 

agenda to support the commitments of the Paris Agreement on climate 

stabilisation. This includes policies for lowering the sector’s direct emissions and 

for carbon sequestration on, and at the margin of, agricultural lands. These 

policies and the necessary transformations to the agriculture sector will however 

have implications for the food security and nutrition for consumers and livelihoods 

for producers. Social safety net policies will thus be required to accompany climate 

policies, as well as coordinated action and international cooperation on market 

access and technology improvements and transfers.  

This session will take a broader view on the climate change mitigation challenge 

for agriculture and food systems to discuss the most feasible and credible pathway 

for the sector to contribute economy-wide net zero goals, along with other 

Sustainable Development Goals. 

Questions to address: 

• What actions should be prioritised?  

• What commitments should the agriculture sector take at the domestic 

level? Are specific GHG emission targets for agriculture necessary?  

• What commitments can OECD agriculture ministers make at the 

Agriculture Ministerial - the week before COP27?  

https://www.linkedin.com/in/jennie-s%C3%B6lving-9342b840/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/koen-boone-a385675/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/viktoria-de-bourbon-de-parme-2916035/
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Juuso-Joona
https://www.linkedin.com/in/maxime-boucher-cfa-a85b9347/?originalSubdomain=uk
https://www.linkedin.com/in/fay-choo-5709151/
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• How to foster international cooperation and action, including with the 

largest emitters?  

 

Moderator: Vincent Marcus, Deputy Director, Department of Economics and 

Policy Evaluation, Ministry of Ecological and Inclusive Transition, France (Chair of 

the OECD’s International Programme for Climate Action (IPAC))  

Speakers: 

• Andy Reisinger, Commissioner, He Pou A Rangi, the New Zealand 
Climate Change Commission, and Member of the Bureau of the 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 

• Stephanie Roe, Global Climate and Energy Lead Scientist, World Wildlife 
Fund 

• Anne Roth, Climate Change and Water Division, Federal Ministry of Food 
and Agriculture, Germany 

• Jared Greenville, Executive Director of the Australian Bureau of 

Agricultural & Resource Economics & Sciences (ABARES), Australia 

• Ambassador Ayman Tharwat Amin, Deputy Director, Department of 
Climate, Environment and Sustainable Development, Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, Egypt 
 

17:30 – 18:00 Closing remarks on coordinated efforts 

• Chair of the Global Forum on Agriculture - Robert Bonnie, Under 

Secretary for Farm Production and Conservation, USDA 

• Tetsuo Ushikusa, Deputy Assistant Minister for International Affairs, 
Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries and Chair of the OECD 
Committee for Agriculture, Japan  

• Jo Tyndall, Director Environment Directorate  

• Marion Jansen, Director Trade and Agriculture Directorate  

18:00 Cocktail reception 

 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/vincent-marcus-717ba0168/?originalSubdomain=fr
https://www.oecd.org/climate-action/ipac/about
https://portal.oecd.org/eshare/tad/pc/Deliverables/GFA/GFA2022/linkedin.com/in/andy-reisinger-a67b05217
https://www.linkedin.com/in/stephanieroe/
https://www.agriculture.gov.au/about/news/media-releases/dr-jared-greenville-appointed-abares-executive-director
https://www.rma.usda.gov/-/media/RMA/FCIC/staff/bonnie.ashx?la=en
https://www.linkedin.com/in/jo-tyndall-6b3b10b3/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/marion-jansen-585064146/

